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Context and aims

• Pre-Sessional English course in summer

• Proficiency V Preparation for studies

• Negative backwash

• Assessment that matches teaching

• Assessment that better prepares students
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E-portfolio

• E-Portfolio 

• Developmental

• Formative and summative

• Secure

• Editable access
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Problems

• Most portfolios are summative

• Students submit finished work

• Feedback requires new version

• Managed desktops can cause conflict with 
some portfolio tools

• Need for institutional support
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Solution

• Google documents as basis of e-portfolio

• Ongoing feedback and response

• Dialogic and developmental
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Solution

• Documents can be locked/unlocked

• Easy to access by management team

• Easily shared for marking

• Unauthorised sharing impossible

• Revision history trackable
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Process

• 2015 – Google Classroom pilot

• Problematic

• Students owned documents

• Deadlines theoretical

• Live feedback unpopular with teachers

• BUT Google system popular with students
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Process

• 2016/17 – Doctopus & Autocrat

• Google Sheets Add-ons

• Creator owns documents

• Students’ documents grouped:

• in individual folder 

• by assessment 

• Access varies
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Doctopus
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Autocrat
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Folder view
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Students
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Individual folder
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Complete history
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Teacher folder view
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Assessment folder



Dialogic feedback
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Advantages

• Total control

• Dialogic feedback popular with students 

• Teachers happier

• Sense of TEL team as supportive 
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Drawbacks
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Coming summer

• 2000 students

• Pre-course preparation

• Teacher support

• More coding?



02/05/2022 © The University of Sheffield

22

Top tips

• Use centralised email account(s), not personal

• Doctopus for initial structure

• Autocrat thereafter

• OverDrive can create multiple folders

• Don’t timetable work to clash with students’ 
work

• Train all users early



Further links:
Learning Technologies in EAP blog

http://learningtechnologiesineap.org/

NewVisions Cloud Lab

http://cloudlab.newvisions.org/add-ons
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http://learningtechnologiesineap.org/
http://cloudlab.newvisions.org/add-ons


To 
Discover
And
Understand.


